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“A talent the ear wants to follow wherever it goes” (Boston Globe), Gregory Mertl has 
garnered commissions from the Tanglewood Music Center, the Rhode Island Philharmonic, 
the Tarab Gregory Mertl has received commissions from the Tanglewood Music Center, the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic, the Phoenix Symphony, the Big Ten Wind Ensembles, and the 
University of Oregon. In 2017, his Barlow Endowment commission for a piano concerto for 
Solungga Liu and the University of Minnesota Wind Ensemble led by Craig Kirchhoff was 
released by Bridge Records on a portrait album of his music.  
 
Of the Bridge release, the American Record Guide has written, “there’s a wealth of 
compositional ingenuity and detail, but better yet there’s what I might call attention to the 
human aspect of music–a concern with drama, passion, and psychological complexity 
alongside any purely technical achievement. That’s what makes me keep listening to it.”  
 
In addition to a Ph.D. from the Eastman School of Music, he has been composer-in-residence 
at MacDowell, the Wurlitzer Foundation, Yaddo, I-Park, VCCA, Willapa Bay AiR, the 100 
West Corsicana Artist Residency, the Oberfälzer Kunstlerhaus in Germany, the Château de 
La Napoule in France, the Fundación Valparaiso in Spain and Sweden’s Visby International 
Centre for Composers. Recent performances and presentations of his music were at the 
University of São Paulo, UNESP, and UNIRIO, in Brazil and at the Wurlitzer Foundation in 
New Mexico. While in residency there in autumn 2024, he completed Two Nocturnes for pianist 
Heather Lanners.  His newest album of solo piano music, Pictures Without an 
Exhibition (Centaur Records CRC 4145), performed by Heather Lanners was released April 
10th on the major streaming platforms.  
 


